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GOLD DOME WORTH KNOWING 


Gov. Nathan Deal and first lady Sandra Deal are greeted with a standing ovation as they enter the House 
where Deal addressed them for his last Sine Die. Thursday was the 40th and final day of the 2018 General 


Assembly. B0B ANDRES / BANDRES@AJC.COM 


Georgia House OKs 
internet sales tax 


Georgians who buy from 
online retailers will have 
to pay tax on purchases. 


ByJames Salzer 
jsalzer@ajc.com 
and David Wickert 
dwickert@ajc.com 


The Georgia House gave final 
passage Thursday to legislation 
aimed at making sure Georgians 
who buy goods from online retail- 
ers pay sales taxes on what they 
purchase. 

Lawmakers were also racing 
the clock on the final night of 
the 2018 session to pass a bill 
that they say could lead to a dra- 
matic expansion of mass transit 
in metro Atlanta. Legislative lead- 
ers confirmed Thursday evening 
that the chambers had reached 
an agreement on the measure. 

The House and Senate had ear- 


lier passed versions of legislation 
that would allow 13 metro Atlanta 
counties to impose new sales taxes 
for transit expansion, if their vot- 
ers approve them. Such referen- 
dums could pump hundreds of 
millions of dollars into new tran- 
sit lines across the region. 

Earlier Thursday, the House 
gave final passage to House Bill 61, 
which would require online retail- 
ers who make at least $250,000 
or 200 sales a year in Georgia to 
either collect and remit to the 
state sales taxes on purchases 
or send “tax due” notices each 
year to customers who spend at 
least $500 on their sites. 

It now heads to Gov. Nathan 
Deal’s desk for his signature. 

Its passage could mean an extra 
$500 million to $600 million a 
year in sales tax collections for 
the state and local governments, 


Gold Dome continued on A6 


MORE DETAILS 


Internet sales tax: Lawmakers 
approved legislation aimed at 
making sure Georgians who buy 
goods from online retailers pay 
sales taxes on their purchases. 
Thebillheads to Gov. Nathan 
Deal for his signature. 


Transit expansion: House and 
Senate negotiators reached 
adeal that could lead toa 
dramatic expansion of mass 
transit inmetro Atlanta. The 
final legislation was being 
drafted before lawmakers 
adjourned Thursday night. 
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Visit our website today for 
complete coverage of what 
the General Assembly did 
before the final gavel fell. 


DIGGING DEEPER ELECTION SECURITY 


Feds to 


give Ga. 


$10M to upgrade 
voting machines 


Grants meant to bolster 
security of system long 
criticized as outdated. 


By Tamar Hallerman 
tamarhallerman@aje.com 
and Mark Niesse 
mark.niesse@aje.com 


WASHINGTON — Georgia is in line 
to receive more than $10 million 
in federal funding to upgrade its 
voting machines and make other 
security improvements ahead of 
the upcoming elections, the U.S. 
Election Assistance Commission 
announced Thursday. 

The independent agency said 
Georgia would receive $10.3 mil- 
lion in federal grants from the 
recently signed fiscal 2018 gov- 
ernment spending bill, combined 
with $515,000 in matching funds 
from the state. 

The grant money could be 
used to replace electronic vot- 
ing machines with ones that pro- 
vide a verified paper record, the 
feds said. It could also be used to 


Georgia's 


MORE DETAILS 
system, which 


leaves no paper trail, has been 

criticized for being outdated 

and vulnerable to hackers. 
receive more 


The latest 
than $10 million 


from the federal government 
toupgrade its voting machines 
and boost security. 

experts say 


money represented only a 
fraction of the investment that's, 
needed to improve the systems. 


The state will 


Cybersecurity 


implement a post-election audit 
system to ensure accurate final 
vote tallies or to make upgrades 


Elections continued on A10 


CONTINUING COVERAGE ATLANTA CYBERAT TACK 


City received alerts 
about cyberthreat 


Expert: Atlanta's lax 
security likely to blame 
for ransomware crisis. 


By Stephen Deere 
sdeere@ajc.com 
and DanKlepal 
dan.klepal@aje.com 


A series of leaked emails dating 
to June appears to suggest that 
software from an outside vendor 
might have been the source of 
infection for a ransomware cyber- 


attack last week that has hobbled 
much of the city of Atlanta’s com- 
puter network. 

But a security expert who 
reviewed the correspondence 
on behalf of The Atlanta Jour- 
nal-Constitution and Channel 2 
Action News said Thursday that 
the records actually reveal that the 
city didn’t do enough to address 
multiple warnings that its net- 
work lacked sufficient security. 

“There's definitely some negli- 


Cyberattack continued on A10 


LOCAL IN-DEPTH I-85 BRIDGE COLLAPSE 


DOT acts to prevent repeat of bridge collapse 


Year later, construction 
materials are no longer 
stored under highways. 


By David Wickert 
dwickert@ajc.com 


A year after a colossal fire 
fueled by construction materi- 
als destroyed a section of I-85 in 
Atlanta and disrupted the lives of 
hundreds of thousands of commut- 
ers, Georgia officials say they're 
doing everything they can to 
ensure it never happens again. 
They’ve surveyed state high- 
ways to make sure no combustible 
material lurks beneath. They've 
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Begin your own tradition. 


notified other states about the 
details of the fire so they can 
protect their own highways. And 
they're cooperating with ongo- 
ing federal and state investiga- 
tions that could yield new rules 
for storing construction materials 
like the ones that fed the I-85 fire. 

Georgia Department of Trans- 
portation Commissioner Rus- 
sell McMurry said the agency 
will revise some policies when 
those reports are released in the 
coming weeks. But he said the 
agency has already changed the 
way it stores such material as a 
precaution. 


Collapse continued on A10 


Crews clean up along a section of I-85 last year after a fire fueled by 
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construction materials caused it to collapse. HYOSUS SHIN / HS 
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NATION & WORLD, A3 
Nobelist Yousafzai 
returns to Pakistan 


The 20-year-old Oxford 
student became emotional 
during visit to her homeland. 


BUSINESS, All 
‘The Stitch’ advances 


Feasibility studies for deck park 
over Connector make progress. 
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